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REMARKS 

Claims 39-42, 45-49, 56-59, and 61 were pending in the present application. By this 
Amendment, Applicants have amended claims 39, 42, 45, 49, 56, and 59. Applicants have 
cancelled claims 47-48, and 61 without prejudice to the right to present the cancelled subject 
matter in a future continuing application. The present Amendment also follows and makes of 
record a January 8, 2008 telephone interview between Applicants' undersigned attorney and 
Examiners Howard and Kemmerer. The present Amendment does not introduce any new matter 
and thus, its entry is respectfully requested. Upon entry of the present Amendment, claims 39- 
42, 45-46, 49, and 56-59 will be pending and under examination. Applicants believe all pending 
claims, as amended, are in condition for allowance. 

August 9. 2007 Office Action and January 8, 2008 Interview 

Examiner's rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112. first paragraph 

In the Office Action, the Examiner maintained the enablement rejection of claims 39-42, 
45-49, 56-59, and 61 under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph. The Examiner reiterated his 
previously set forth position that the specification is enabling for a method of providing a 
prognosis for a breast cancer patient comprising measuring the ratio of uPAR del4+5 deletion 
variant to del2+3+4, but not for (1) a method for the detection of tumors associated with 
generation of uPAR deletion variants, or (2) a method of providing prognosis for a tumor-bearing 
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patient. The Examiner's full rationale is set forth at pages 3-8 of the Office Action. 

In the January 8, 2008 interview, Applicants' undersigned attorney and Examiner 

Howard discussed the enablement rejection and potential amendments to the claims. Applicants 

appreciate the efforts the Examiner put forth in working toward advancing prosecution of the 

application. 

In response to the Office Action, and consistent with the substance of the interview, 
Applicants, without conceding the correctness of the Examiner's position, but to expedite 
allowance of the application, have amended the claims to recite only subject matter Applicants 
believe the Examiner has indicated to be allowable. Applicants reiterate that the cancellation of 
any subject matter has been made without prejudice to the Applicants' right to pursue such 
subject matter in a future continuing application. In light of the amendments made herein, 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, first paragraph. 

Examiner's Objection to the Specification 

The Examiner objected to the title of the invention, asserting that the title was not 
descriptive. 

In response, Applicants have amended the specification to include a new title. Applicants 
believe this amendment fully overcomes the Examiner's concern, and thus, respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection. 



Page 8 of 9 



U.S. Application No. 10/679,951 
Reply to August 9, 2007 Office Action 
Amendment dated February 8, 2008 

Examiner's Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $1 12, second paragraph 

The Examiner rejected claims 42, 45, 47-49, and 59, as being indefinite for the reasons 
set forth at page 9 of the Office Action. 

In response, Applicants believe the amendments made herein fully overcome the 
Examiner's concerns and thus, respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. 

In view of the above remarks and claim amendments, Applicants believe all of the 
Examiner's rejections and objections set forth in the August 9, 2007 Office Action have been 
fully overcome and the present application is in condition for allowance. The Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned if it is deemed to expedite allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



February 8, 2008 



Patrick T. Skacel 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,948 

ROTHWELL, FIGG, ERNST & MANBECK, p.c. 
1425 K Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)783-6040 
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